Thornenema loofi and T. wickeni have newly been recorded from Africa. Thornenema maraouense n. sp. and T. samsoeni n. sp. are described. Both have well developed anterior uterine sac. Some general morphological characters of lip region, cheilostome, odontostyle and pharynx are described. Some general comments are made on the family Thornenematidae.
In a review of the family Thornenematidae, Baqri & Jana (1980) The four species, occurred in the same sample, collected by Mr. L. Samsoen in 1979 from tree savanna, Maraoue.
One of the new species (T. samsoeni) was also found around the roots of a Ceiba tree in the Tai-forest.
Specimens were fixed in hot 4% formaldehyde, extracted by centrifugation-flotation in Ludox**) HS 20% (Coolen & D'Herde, 1977) , and processed to pure glycerin. Position of pharyngeal gland nuclei and outlets are given according to Loof & Coomans (1970) . Spicules were measured along the curved median line (arc).
Thornenema loofi Jairajpuri, Ahmad & Dhanachand, 1980 (Fig. 1 ) Dimensions: Table 1 .
Positions of the pharyngeal gland nuclei and outlets as follows: DO = 71.7; DN = 72.9; DO-DN = 1.2; SlOl=80.6; S102 = 82.6; S2N = 89.1; S20 = 89.5; K' = 81.6 (Diagram 1).
* Scientific Report of the Belgium Ivory Coast Expedition, no. 3. **) Trade name of a colloidal silica polymer manufactured by Du Pont de Nemours & Co.
Our specimens agree in most respects with T. loofi described by Jairajpuri (1966) and redefined by Jairajpuri et al. (1980) . Differences occur in shape of amphid, body length (0.6-0.7 mm in the Indian specimens) and the vulval position (V = 32-38 in the Indian specimens). The last difference may be correlated with the difference in body length and the fact that postembryonic growth mainly occurs in the intestinal region. Hence the differences found are considered as intraspecific variations. 
